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1 . Claims 1-4,6-23 are pending. Claim 5 is cancelled. 

2. Applicant's arguments in Pre-Appeal Brief filed on 3/06/06 is persuasive, 
therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. The Non- Final action is follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4,6-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over 

Beach et al [Beach 2002/0107738 A1] in view of Meyer et al [Meyer 6,915,271 B1]. 

3. As per claim 1 , Beach discloses A method for enabling a web server to provide a 
commercial promotion [Beach, web site as service center provide coupons, 0022], 
comprising the acts of: 

detecting a qualifying value of a commercial transaction [Beach, qualifying 
purchase,0024; scanning product codes, 0025]; 

checking a database of promotions for presence of a promotion that includes the 
qualifying value [Beach, search a database to locate coupons, 0035]; and 

when a promotion that includes the qualifying value is present in the database, 
associating the qualifying value of the promotion with a module of selectively executable 
compiled web server code residing on a server's body of compiled code [Beach, POS 
computer 134 or Web server, 0025; the list of coupon items associate with the identifier 
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and list of items to purchase for coupon redemption, 0035; Fig 1] selecting the module 
of selectively executable compiled web server code [Beach , agent 138, Fig 1 ,0033] and 
However Beach does not explicitly detail 

executing the module of selectively executable compiled web server code that 
provides the promotion wherein the associating is made by explicitly by pointers (i.e.: 
the reward value) that are included in terms of the promotions. 

In the same endeavor, Meyer discloses a method and system for delivering 
redeeming dynamically and adaptively characterized promotional incentives on a 
computer network including Web servlet [Meyer, col 15 lines 44-62] and one or more 
visual representation, an associated product/service, pointers to related incentives 
[Meyer, col 34 lines 48-65] 

Therefore it would be obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the Web servlet including on more visual 
representation, an associated product/service, pointers to related incentives as taught 
by Meyer into the Beach's apparatus in order to utilize the Web server code. 

Doing so would provide a dynamically display to consumer, redeeming and 
clearing promotional incentive whose characteristics are adaptively obtained as a 
function of one or more demographics, behavior history and other criteria. 

4. As per claim 2, Beach-Meyer disclose A method for enabling a web server to 
provide a commercial promotion, comprising the acts of: 
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detecting a qualifying value of a commercial transaction [Beach, qualifying 
purchase,0024; scanning product codes, 0025]; 

checking a database of promotions for presence of a promotion that includes the 
qualifying value [Beach, search a database to locate coupons, 0035]; 

when a promotion that includes the qualifying value is present in the database, 
determining a reward value of the promotion that includes the qualifying value 
based on associating a module of selectively executable compiled web server code 
residing on a server's body of compiled code made explicitly by pointers that are 
included in terms of the promotion; and executing the module of selectively executable 
compiled web server code associated with the reward [Meyer, pointers, col 34 lines 48- 
65]. 

5. As per claim 3, Beach-Meyer disclose the module is associated with the reward 
value by a pointer of the pointers [Meyer, pointers, col 34 lines 48-65]. 

6. As per claim 4, Beach-Meyer disclose the pointer is in the database [Beach, 
database, 0035]. 

7. As per claim 6, Beach-Meyer disclose the act of advancing a promotion counter 
in response to executing the module [Beach, the list of coupon items associate with the 
identifier and list of items to purchase for coupon redemption, 0035]. 



Application/Control Number: 09/846,31 1 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2142 

8. As per claim 7, Beach-Meyer disclose A method for enabling a web server to 
provide a commercial promotion, comprising the acts of: 

detecting a qualifying value of a commercial transaction [Beach, qualifying 
purchase,0024; scanning product codes, 0025]; 

checking a database of promotions for presence of a promotion that includes the 
qualifying value [Beach, search a database to locate coupons, 0035]; 

when a promotion that includes the qualifying value is present in the database, 
determining whether the promotion that includes the qualifying value is active; and 
when the promotion that includes the qualifying value is active [Meyer, Active server 
pages, col 42 lines 42-58], determining a reward value of the promotion that includes 
the qualifying value and executing a module of selectively executable compiled code 
associated with the reward value [Beach, the list of coupon items associate with the 
identifier and list of items to purchase for coupon redemption, 0035]. 

9. As per claim 8, Beach-Meyer disclose the act of determining whether the 
promotion that includes the qualifying value is active further includes the act of checking 
a start date [Beach, time limit, 0037]. 

1 0. As per claim 9, Beach-Meyer disclose the act of determining whether the 
promotion that includes the qualifying value is active further includes the act of checking 
a stop date [Beach, time limit, 0037], 
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11. As per claim 10, Beach-Meyer disclose the act of advancing a promotion counter 
in response to executing the module [Beach, the list of coupon items associate with the 
identifier and list of items to purchase for coupon redemption, 0035]. 

12. As per claim 11, Beach-Meyer disclose a Programmable media containing 
programmable software for enabling a web server to provide a commercial promotion, 
the programmable software comprising the steps of: 

detecting a qualifying value of a commercial transaction [Beach, qualifying 
purchase,0024; scanning product codes, 0025]; 

checking a database of promotions for presence of a promotion that includes the 
qualifying value [Beach, search a database to locate coupons, 0035]; and 

when a promotion that includes the qualifying value is present in the database 
[Beach, the agent or program 138 on POS computer 134 and database 136 connected 
to Web service center via Internet, Fig 1], executing a module of selectively executable 
compiled web server code that provides the promotion [Meyer, web servlet, col 15 lines 
44-62]. 

13. As per claim 12 Beach discloses a Programmable media containing 
programmable software for enabling a web server to provide a commercial promotion, 
the programmable software comprising the steps of: 

detecting a qualifying value of a commercial transaction [Beach, qualifying 
purchase,0024; scanning product codes, 0025]; 
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checking a database of promotions for presence of a promotion that includes the 
qualifying value [Beach, search a database to locate coupons, 0035]; 

when a promotion that includes the qualifying value is present in the database, 
determining a reward value of the promotion that includes the qualifying value; and 
executing a module of selectively executable compiled code associated with the 
reward value [Beach, the list of coupon items associate with the identifier and list of 
items to purchase for coupon redemption, 0035]. 

14. As per claim 13, Beach-Meyer disclose the module is associated with the reward 
value by a pointer [Meyer, pointers, col 34 lines 48-65]. 

15. As per claim 14, Beach-Meyer disclose the pointer is in the database [Beach, 
database 136, 0035]. 

16. As per claim 15, Beach-Meyer disclose the module is associated with the reward 
value implicitly [Beach, the list of coupon items associate with the identifier and list of 
items to purchase for coupon redemption, 0035]. 

17. As per claim 16, Beach-Meyer disclose the act of advancing a promotion counter 
in response to executing the module [Beach, the list of coupon items associate with the 
identifier and list of items to purchase for coupon redemption, 0035]. 
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18. As per claim 17, Beach-Meyer disclose Programmable media containing 
programmable software for enabling a web server to provide a commercial promotion, 
the programmable software comprising the steps of: 

detecting a qualifying value of a commercial transaction [Beach, qualifying 
purchase,0024; scanning product codes, 0025]; 

checking a database of promotions for presence of a promotion that includes the 
qualifying value [Beach, search a database to locate coupons, 0035]; 

when a promotion that includes the qualifying value is present in the database, 
determining whether the promotion that includes the qualifying value is active, and 
when the promotion that includes the qualifying value is active [Meyer, Active server 
pages, col 42 lines 42-58], determining a reward value of the promotion that includes 
the qualifying value and executing a module of selectively executable compiled code 
associated with the reward value [Beach, the list of coupon items associate with the 
identifier and list of items to purchase for coupon redemption, 0035]. 

1 9. As per claim 1 8, Beach-Meyer disclose the act of determining whether the 
promotion that includes the qualifying value is active further includes the act of checking 
a start date [Beach, time limit, 0037]. 

20. As per claim 19, Beach-Meyer disclose the act of determining whether the 
promotion that includes the qualifying value is active further includes the act of checking 
a stop date [Beach, time limit, 0037]. 
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21 . As per claim 20, Beach-Meyer disclose the act of advancing a promotion counter 
in response to executing the module [Beach, modifying or reprogramming the POS 
computer, 0026] 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Beach et al [Beach 2002/0107738 A1] in view of Meyer et al [Meyer 6,915,271 B1] and 

further in view of Simons et al [Simons 6,230,143 B1] . 

22. As per claim 21 , Beach-Meyer disclose the programmable software enables one 
of adding, ending and changing of the promotion [Beach, modifying or reprogramming 
the POS computer, 0026] 

However Beach does not explicitly detail 

by interacting with the database through a database editor. 

In the same endeavor, Simons discloses a system and method for analyzing 

coupon redemption data using an editor extracts information from database to generate 

a coupon [Simons, abstract] 
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Therefore it would be obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the database editor to generate fro changing the 
promotion. Doing so would adapt to the purchasing habits of the consumer [Simons, col 
3 lines 7-12]. 

23. As per claim 22, Beach-Simons disclose creating and defining the promotion by 
entering the terms of the promotion into the database; and adding, ending or changing 
of the promotion by interacting with the database through a database editor [Simons, 



24. As per claim 23, Beach-Simons disclose creating and defining the promotion by 
entering the terms of the promotion into the database and adding, ending or changing of 
the promotion by interacting with the database through a database editor [Simons, 
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